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CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
PHD PROGRAM HANDBOOK
AUGUST 2017
This handbook includes policies, procedures, and guidance pertinent to the PhD program at
Calvin Theological Seminary. Students should consult it throughout their time in the PhD
program. Students should also consult the current edition of the Calvin Theological Seminary
Student Handbook (http://semlink.calvinseminary.edu/wp-content/uploads/Student-HandbookRevision-15-Jan-15.pdf), which contains material pertinent to students in all programs at the
seminary.
I.

General Description of the PhD Program

The graduate program leading to the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree is designed to afford
students advanced training in independent inquiry, academic research, critical analysis, and
scholarly writing as they define their own theological positions in dialogue with other points of
view. It is aimed at equipping scholars from all parts of the world for teaching and research in
colleges, theological seminaries, and universities and for general ecclesiastical leadership.
Although the faculty of Calvin Theological Seminary is committed to the confessional and
theological standards of the Christian Reformed Church and the PhD program is designed to
promote advanced scholarship from a Reformed perspective, students from other traditions are
welcome to apply. Exposure to and dialogue with other points of view are necessary parts of the
doctoral program. The academic freedom to probe the foundations of Reformed theology and to
explore the validity of other approaches is a fundamental assumption of the PhD program.
Degrees are presently offered in the areas of the History of Christianity, Systematic Theology,
Philosophical Theology, and Moral Theology (Ethics).
Completion of the doctoral program requires general competence in the entire field of theology,
mastery of one of its disciplines, and expertise in specific areas and topics. General competence
in theology is demonstrated by sustaining four written comprehensive disciplinary examinations:
one each in the History of Christianity, Systematic Theology, Moral Theology (Ethics), and
Philosophical Theology. Mastery of the student’s chosen discipline is demonstrated by an
additional written comprehensive examination in that discipline. The sequence of comprehensive
examinations concludes with a two-hour oral examination. Expertise in particular areas and
topics is gained by participation in doctoral seminars and by completion of a doctoral
dissertation.
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The PhD program requires at least two years of full-time study in residence, including course
work, guided preparation for comprehensive examinations, and guidance in selecting a
dissertation topic.
Students are permitted to enroll on a part-time basis, but part-time students ordinarily will not
compose more than one-fourth of the PhD student body. Part-time students who have not
fulfilled the course requirements must take three or four courses per academic year. Part-time
students must remain in residence until completing course requirements (typically three or four
years).
During or following residence, the student undertakes comprehensive examinations, successful
completion of which is a condition for PhD candidacy. Ordinarily, the dissertation proposal is
submitted after the student sustains the comprehensive examinations. The program is concluded
when the student writes, successfully defends, and submits final copies of the dissertation.
The Director of Doctoral Studies and the Assistant to the Director of Doctoral Studies take care
of administrative matters specific to the PhD program. The Doctoral Studies Committee has
responsibility for overseeing the PhD program. The committee will call upon the expertise of
other members of the seminary community as needed in the discharge of its responsibilities.
II.

PhD Program Learning Outcomes

The PhD program serves the mission of CTS by emphasizing the following learning outcomes:
1.

MESSAGE

1.1

Students have general competence in the entire field of theology, mastery of one of its
disciplines, and expertise in specific areas and topics.
Students can engage in sound scholarship that exhibits independent inquiry, academic
research, critical analysis, and scholarly writing.
Students are able to probe the foundations of Reformed theology and explore the validity
of other theological approaches.

1.2
1.3

2.

PERSON

2.1

Students exhibit the fruit of the Spirit by providing thoughtful, fair, and respectful
analyses and interpretations that recognize the strengths of positions with which they
disagree and the weaknesses of positions with which they agree.

3.

CONTEXT

3.1

Students can persuasively articulate their own theological positions as well as engage in
informed, respectful dialogue with other points of view.
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3.2

Through exposure to fellow students from around the world and to scholarly literature
representing diverse points of view, students appreciate the ways in which various
cultural and religious contexts challenge and enrich theological reflection.

4.

GOAL

4.1

Students are well-equipped for teaching and research in colleges, theological seminaries,
and universities and for general ecclesiastical leadership.
Students engage in theology that strengthens the church’s biblical and theological
understanding and its ministry.

4.2

III.

Admission to the PhD Program
A.

Qualifications for Admission
To qualify for admission to the Doctor of Philosophy degree program, an
applicant must:
1.

be the graduate of an accredited college;

2.

possess a Master of Theological Studies, Master of Divinity, or Master of
Theology degree from an accredited school or must possess the equivalent
of such degrees;

3.

have a previous record that shows outstanding academic performance,
with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.3;

4.

present evidence by way of transcript or otherwise that he or she knows
Hebrew, Greek, and a modern foreign language—preferably Dutch,
French, or German (with a waiver of part of this admission requirement
possible under certain circumstances);

5.

submit scores of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) as part of the
application process; and

6.

submit a twenty- to forty-page research paper that in the applicant’s
estimation exhibits his or her best ability to do theological research and
analysis. The paper may be one submitted for academic credit in a
previous degree program, or it may be the result of independent research.

7.

In addition, an applicant whose first language is not English must
submit one of the following:
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(1) an IELTS (International English Language Testing System) minimum
total score of 6.5, including a minimum score of 6.5 on the writing section
(2) TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) scores that meet one
of the following standards:
(a) a minimum total score of 90, including a minimum score of 23
on the writing section (internet-based test)
(b) a minimum total score of 575, plus a minimum of 4 on the
TWE (paper-based test)
Official test results of the GRE (and TOEFL and TWE if required) must be sent
directly from the testing agency to Calvin Theological Seminary. Please use
Calvin Seminary’s institutional code 1096 in order to ensure that the Educational
Testing Service sends scores directly to Calvin Seminary. Submitting results of
the ETS Personal Potential Index is optional.
B.

Forms for Admission
All applicants are required to submit the following:
1.

A completed application, preferably submitted online.

2.

Official transcripts showing all college, seminary, and university degrees
and credits.

3.

Three letters of recommendation (two from professors with whom the
applicant has studied and one from a leader in the applicant’s home
church) using the forms available online with the application form.

4.

An application fee of $50.

Applications for admission in a given year must be complete by January 15 of
that year. Decisions regarding admission to the PhD program will be
communicated by the Calvin Seminary Director of Doctoral Studies, ordinarily in
mid-March.
IV.

Visiting Students
The PhD program welcomes those who are enrolled in other PhD programs and wish to
enroll in courses at Calvin Seminary for one or more academic terms. The following
policies apply:
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V.

A.

PhD students in other programs who wish to enroll as visiting PhD students at
Calvin Seminary should submit the following information in order to apply: A
completed PhD application form, including a statement of purpose for study at
Calvin Seminary; a transcript of the student’s doctoral work in progress; and at
least one letter of recommendation from the student’s current faculty advisor
and/or director of doctoral studies. The application fee is the same as for regular
applicants. Applicants for visiting PhD student status should indicate on the
application the results of scores on standardized tests, but need not submit official
copies of such tests.

B.

Visiting PhD students shall have full campus privileges and permission to audit or
take for credit any courses offered at Calvin Seminary.

C.

Visiting PhD students shall be charged a fee equal to one-sixth of the current
annual PhD tuition charge for each course taken for credit. They shall be charged
the current auditing fee for courses audited.

D.

The Doctoral Studies Committee has the right to grant a tuition scholarship of up
to half of the tuition charge (excluding auditing fees) for visiting PhD students.
Although visiting PhD students may apply to live in Seminary housing, they are
not eligible for PhD living stipends or rental subsidies.

E.

Like all other students, visiting PhD students shall be responsible for maintaining
health insurance for themselves and their dependents.
(Grad. Studies Comm. minute #358, 11/20/96; Faculty minute #4895f, 12/06/96)

Tuition, Fees, and Financial Aid
A.

Tuition for PhD study in the year 2017-18 is as follows. Tuition charges are
adjusted annually:
Full-time first- and second-year students
$16,250
Full-time third- and fourth-year students
8,125
Part-time first- through sixth-year students
8,125

B.

PhD students pay tuition based on their enrollment in the PhD program. They
are not charged separately for each PhD course.

C.

The following fees apply to students in the PhD program. These fees are
adjusted from time to time:
Fee to accompany application for admission
$50
Late registration fee
50
Fee for late payment of tuition
50
Graduation fee
100
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PhD foreign-language retesting fee
50
PhD annual continuation fee for 2017-18
363
This fee is adjusted annually. It is effective the fifth year after beginning
the program (the seventh year for half-time students)
D.

E.

Doctoral fellowships, assistantships, tuition scholarships, rental subsidies, and
living stipends are available to students in the PhD program at Calvin Seminary
whose work is of high quality, who show promise of scholarly contribution, and
who have financial need. Recipients of financial awards, including doctoral
fellowships and doctoral assistantships, must pay tuition charges from the
proceeds of the award. Awards are made by the Doctoral Studies Committee.
1.

Receipt of a doctoral fellowship assumes full-time study in the PhD
program. Recipients of doctoral fellowships should contact the Director of
Doctoral Studies if they intend to work in addition to holding a fellowship.

2.

Doctoral assistants serve for an average of up to 10 hours per week during
the academic year assisting a faculty member who teaches in the doctoral
program.

3.

PhD rental subsidies and living stipends are available on the basis of
financial need to students who are in residence.

4.

Students who wish to be considered for doctoral fellowships, doctoral
assistantships, doctoral tuition scholarships, rental subsidies, and/or living
stipends must complete an application every year by February 10 for the
upcoming academic year. Financial aid forms are available on the
seminary’s website under Financial Aid.

5.

Calvin Seminary offers financial support to PhD students for a maximum
of four years (five or six years in the case of part-time students).

For purposes of financial aid, scholarships, and immigration documentation, a
PhD student maintains a full course load by doing one of the following:
1.

Taking 9 PhD credit hours per semester for the coursework phase of the
program (two years). (Note: International PhD students must take at least
9 credit hours per semester to maintain their F-1 immigration status);

2.

Paying full-time tuition during the comprehensive examination and
dissertation phase of the program (two additional years), while completing
comprehensive examinations, submitting a dissertation proposal, and
making satisfactory progress on the dissertation;

7

3.

VI.

Paying the annual continuation fee, taking the dissertation seminar,
maintaining residence, and maintaining satisfactory progress toward the
goal of completing the dissertation. If there is a question about whether the
student is maintaining satisfactory progress, the question will be resolved
by the Director of Doctoral Studies.

F.

Calvin Seminary offers limited financial assistance to reimburse PhD students for
reasonable travel expenses to present papers at significant academic conferences.
Before attending a conference, a PhD student should get an “Application for CTS
Travel Scholarships” from the Academic Office assistant and submit it to the
Academic Office. Ordinarily, funds for student travel may be granted (a) only to
students who are at least in their second year of study, (b) only once per student
per each CTS degree program in which the student is enrolled, (c) only for
students who are presenting a paper, responding to a paper, or presenting as part
of a panel at that conference, and (d) only for 50% of the cost of travel (airfare or
car mileage, whichever is less costly), lodging, and registration (not meals), up to
a maximum of $500.00. Receipts for this travel should be turned into the
Financial Aid Office.

G.

Some foundations, organizations, and churches support students engaged in PhD
studies. Some organizations that offer support are John Stott Ministries, The Fund
for Theological Education, and ScholarLeaders International. In addition, some
organizations support post-doctoral study (e.g., the Lilly Fellows Program in
Humanities and the Arts at Valparaiso University). If you think you may be
eligible for such support, please contact either the awarding agency or the
Director of Doctoral Studies.

Library Resources
The Hekman Library of Calvin College and Seminary has extensive holdings in theology,
philosophy, and history, and houses the H. Henry Meeter Center for Calvin Studies, one
of the finest collections of resources for studies in Calvin and the Reformed tradition. The
library’s 785,000-volume collection of books, government documents, and bound
periodicals, as well as 808,000 items of microform, arranged according to the Library of
Congress classification, is housed on four floors of open stacks. The library subscribes to
approximately 2,300 periodicals in print format, and makes over 200,000 books and
periodicals available electronically. The theological section is located on the fourth floor
of the library.
A.

The Hekman Library has established the following policy for loaning books to
PhD students:
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B.

1.

The maximum number of books to be checked out at any one time is 75.

2.

The loan period will be 26 weeks, with one renewal if requested, with the
books to be presented at the circulation desk.

3.

Any book may be recalled, if requested by another patron, two weeks after
the book has been charged out. Recalled books should be returned as soon
as possible, but no later than the date specified in the recall notice.

4.

The fine policy will be the same as for other students (see current Student
Handbook).

5.

When PhD students check out a book, the computer will make the correct
(26 weeks) entry, but the Circulation person may need to be reminded to
use the correct Due Date stamp.

6.

The library asks that PhD students use this privilege responsibly. It is
intended for research purposes, not for books for family and friends.
(Library Committee minutes, November 1992)

Study Carrels
Hekman Library has a number of semi-private study carrels designated for the use
of PhD students. PhD students should speak to a theological librarian to be
assigned a carrel and to obtain a key for access to the carrel. If there are more PhD
students than carrels, priority will go to students who are actively using the library
to work on their dissertations, then to students working on PhD comprehensives,
then to students engaged in course work. After a student has had a PhD carrel for
five years, the theological librarians have the discretion to decide that the student
no longer merits the highest priority.

VII.

Foreign-Language Requirements
A.

General Requirements
1.

The PhD program requires successful completion of examinations in two
modern foreign languages besides English (preferably Dutch, French, or
German). In some cases, a Latin exam may also be required. Students
who ask to be tested in another modern foreign language must
demonstrate that this alternative is essential for their course of study and
that there is a significant body of relevant theological literature in this
language. A student who requests approval of another language should
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address a written request to the Doctoral Studies Committee by way of the
Director of Doctoral Studies.

B.

2.

These examinations will be offered three times per year, once in
September and again during the Winter and Spring. The dates for these
examinations will be announced well in advance.

3.

No fee is charged for the first administration of a competency examination
in any language. Retesting is subject to a fee.

4.

Students must contact the Assistant to the Director of Doctoral Studies to
register for these examinations.

5.

Students must take one of the language examinations at the beginning of
the first year of course work.

6.

Students who have not passed the first language examination may enroll in
the second semester of PhD courses only if they are enrolled concurrently
in college-level course work in that language. Students may not enroll in
second-year PhD courses until they have sustained one foreign-language
examination.

7.

Students who have not passed the second language examination may
enroll in the second semester of second-year PhD courses only if they are
enrolled concurrently in college-level work in that language.

8.

Students may not take comprehensive examinations until they have met all
language requirements.

Examinations
1.

Foreign-language tests will be offered in at least three languages (Dutch,
French, and German). Students taking the German test will not be required
to read Gothic (Fraktur) script.

2.

Each test will consist of (a) a text of approximately 300 words to be
translated by the student into English; and (b) a related passage of
approximately 300 words which will be the basis for three questions of
comprehension to be answered in one sentence each.

3.

Students will have a maximum of two hours to complete the examination.
Students for whom English is a second language may have an extra hour
to complete each examination.
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4.

The translation section will be weighted as 80% and the comprehension
questions as 20% of the test.

5.

A student must achieve an overall score of 70% to pass the test.

6.

A student may provide a dictionary, but not a grammar text, to use during
the examination.

7.

Test results will be communicated by means of e-mail or a note in the
student’s seminary mailbox.

VIII. Course Work
Courses focus on areas of current faculty interest and research. They are designed to
introduce students to proper research methods and their application as well as to
important theological issues and developments.
A.

Course Requirements for the PhD Degree
1.

During the first year in residence, ordinarily in the Fall, all students must
take course 901P, “Research Methodology,” which is a prerequisite to all
other PhD-level courses (although typically two other PhD-level courses
are taken concurrently with 901).

2.

Students are required to complete a total of twelve PhD courses for credit.
Full-time students take six courses per year (typically three per semester)
for two years. Part-time students take either four courses per year for three
years or three courses per year for four years.

3.

Students may choose to take more than the required number of courses for
credit without paying additional tuition. Those needing additional work in
an area may be advised to take more than the required number of courses.

4.

At least three courses must be taken in the student’s discipline of
specialization and at least two courses in each of the other three areas.

5.

Admission to degree candidacy depends in part on the achievement of a
minimum 3.33 cumulative grade-point average for PhD course work.

6.

No grade lower than a B will be accepted for credit.
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B.

7.

Students whose GPA is significantly below 3.5 after one year of residence
will be advised to terminate their graduate studies or apply for a more
suitable graduate program.

8.

In addition to the twelve required PhD courses, students in the program
must take 903P, “Teaching Seminar,” during the first two years in the
program. They must also take 902P, “Dissertation Seminar,” for at least
two years after completing PhD comprehensives if they reside in the
Grand Rapids area. These seminars are offered on a credit/no credit basis
and do not count toward the twelve required courses in the program.

Annual Course Plan
Each year, during the registration period for Fall courses, students who have not
completed course work must submit an Annual Course Planning Form. This form
shall be completed in a meeting with a committee consisting of the Director of
Doctoral Studies and another faculty member who teaches in the PhD program.
This document lists any courses the student has already taken in the PhD program
and those planned for the upcoming year (see Appendix A).

C.

PhD Courses and Seminars
Interdisciplinary
901P Research Methodology
902P Dissertation Seminar
903P Teaching Seminar
History of Christianity
930P Documents and Issues in Reformation and Post-Reformation Thought
932P Reformed Symbolics: The Confessions and Catechisms of the Reformed
Churches
934P The Theology of John Calvin
935P Faith Formation in the Early Church
938P Patristic Theology: Trinitarian Debate and Council of Constantinople
939P Life and Thought of Augustine
993P Doctoral Seminar: History of Christianity
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Systematic Theology
940P Theology of Revelation
941P The Nature of Theology and Doctrine
942P Theology of the Incarnation
943P Theology of the Atonement
944P The Theology of Karl Barth
945P Theology of the Trinity
946P Twentieth-Century Dutch Reformed Theology
947P The Theology of the Holy Spirit
948P The Theology of Jonathan Edwards
994P Doctoral Seminar: Systematic Theology
Philosophical and Moral Theology
951P Philosophical Issues in Christian Theology
952P Philosophical Foundations of Modern Theology
953P The Christian Moral Tradition
955P Post-Enlightenment Critique of Religion
957P Christian Political Theology
992P The Theology of Vocation
995P Doctoral Seminar: Philosophical Theology
996P Doctoral Seminar: Moral Theology
Descriptions of these courses and seminars can be found on the CTS website at
http://www.calvinseminary.edu/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Catalog.pdf. PhD
courses are open to qualified ThM students by permission of the Registrar.
PhD courses can be scheduled three hours per week (150 minutes plus a 15minute break) for nine sessions per semester, or two hours per week (115 minutes
plus a 10-minute break) for twelve sessions per semester. If a course meets nine
sessions per semester, the instructor will, no later than the first day of class,
inform the students which weeks during the semester the class will meet. The
three weeks that the class does not meet may be distributed throughout the
semester as the instructor determines. For example, a course might meet 3 hours
per week for 9 sessions, followed by 3-4 weeks at the end during which students
focus on researching and writing a paper. Or a course might meet 3 hours per
week for six or seven weeks, followed by a break for three weeks for paper
writing, and concluded by two or three weeks in which students present
summaries of their papers to other class members.
The program will typically offer four courses per semester plus, during one
semester each year, course 901P “Theological and Research Methodology.”
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D.

Other Seminars
Occasionally other non-credit seminars are offered, sometimes organized by
departments, sometimes by the PhD office. These seminars may include sessions
led by guest scholars.

E.

Adding a Second Discipline of Specialization
A student who elects to add a second discipline of specialization must take at least
three courses in each area of specialization, complete six instead of five written
comprehensives (two each in the two disciplines of specialization), and write a
dissertation that incorporates topics in both disciplines. A student who intends to
pursue a second discipline of specialization must inform the Director of Doctoral
Studies as early as possible in the student’s program.

F.

PhD Credit for Courses Taken in a ThM Program
A student in the PhD program who has taken PhD-level courses at Calvin
Seminary as part of a ThM program may petition the Doctoral Studies Committee
(by way of the Director of Doctoral Studies) to have up to nine hours of those
PhD-level courses applied to his or her PhD program. The Doctoral Studies
Committee will make its decision on the basis of its evaluation of whether the
work done in each course was at a PhD level.

G.

PhD Credit for Courses Taken at Another Institution
A student who wants credit for course work done at another accredited institution
must petition the Doctoral Studies Committee, preferably before enrolling in any
course. The DSC will consider whether the course(s) are (1) taken at an ATSapproved research doctoral program or its equivalent (e.g., a doctoral program
outside the US and Canada) and (2) eligible for credit in that institution’s research
doctoral programs.

IX.

Comprehensive Examinations
After completing course work, the student sits for five written comprehensive
examinations (six if the student has elected a second discipline of specialization) and one
oral comprehensive examination. The written examinations are distributed across the four
disciplines of the History of Christianity, Systematic Theology, Moral Theology (Ethics),
and Philosophical Theology. The student submits to one examination in each discipline
and a second examination in the student’s discipline(s) of specialization.
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A.

Before students begin their preparation for comprehensives, they should meet
with faculty members (ordinarily, regular or adjunct faculty members in the
disciplines in which the exams are taken) whom they would like to have supervise
the comprehensive examinations. Although one faculty member may supervise
two comprehensive examinations for a student, ordinarily a student’s
comprehensive committee will be composed of no fewer than four faculty
members. Either before or after the initial meetings with faculty members, a
student must submit to the Director of Doctoral Studies a PhD Comprehensive
Committee Form, which lists all courses taken (by discipline), the student’s GPA
for PhD course work, and the student’s proposed committee and topics for PhD
comprehensives (see Appendix B). The Assistant to the Director of Doctoral
Studies informs the student when approval has been granted.

B.

Either before or after meeting with each faculty examiner, the student should
begin preparing a bibliography for that examination. A student’s bibliography
should be based on the standard bibliography for the area (see bibliographies
below), but may be modified in ways acceptable to both the faculty examiner and
the student. A student must submit a final bibliography to the faculty examiner for
approval as early as possible, but no later than the registration deadline for the
written examination.

C.

Each examination is based upon a bibliography approved well in advance by the
examiner, comprising a number of required and negotiated titles, and is designed
for five hours of writing (six hours for students for whom English is a second
language).

D.

When taking the written examinations, students will receive a copy of the exam
and blank paper from the proctor and will write out their answers to the questions
without the use of word processors. Students may not take any notes or cell
phones into the examination room. They may leave the examination room to use
the restroom, but not to use a cell phone or to consult any sources or material.
When leaving the examination room, they should leave in the examination room
the exam and any answers that have already been written.
At the end of each written examination, the Assistant to the Director of Doctoral
Studies photocopies the written answers and gives a copy to the student. The
student then uses the handwritten copy to make a typed copy to be submitted to
the Assistant to the Director of Doctoral Studies by 3:00 p.m. on the next regular
workday (preferably by e-mail attachment). If the student edits material for
grammar or for clarification during typing, the edited material should be enclosed
in brackets. Do not correct mistakes of content at this stage.
(Graduate Studies Committee minutes #316, 357)
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X.

E.

All of a student’s written examinations shall be taken in either one period or two
consecutive periods, of which there are three annually—in Fall, Winter, and
Spring. Examinations may not be divided among more than two examination
periods and no comprehensive examinations may be undertaken until all course
work has been completed, with the exception that a written comprehensive may
be prepared for during the January term of a student’s final year of course work
and taken during the Spring semester.

F.

Students may attempt the examinations as early as Spring of the final year of
course work. The latest date by which comprehensives may be completed without
special permission from the Doctoral Studies Committee is May of the year
following residency requirements. Extension requests should be addressed to the
Doctoral Studies Committee and submitted to the Director of Doctoral Studies.

G.

In no case may comprehensive examinations be undertaken until all language
requirements have been met.

H.

The comprehensive examination process is completed by a two-hour oral
examination based on the five (or six) written examinations. Students must take
an unmarked copy of their typewritten answers to the oral examination.

I.

No examination, written or oral, may be attempted more than twice.

PhD Candidacy, Deadlines, and Extensions
A.

Admission to degree candidacy is granted when the following requirements are
met:
1.

All course work is completed with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.33.

2.

All language and comprehensive examinations have been sustained.

B.

A student must submit an acceptable dissertation proposal within one year after
admission to degree candidacy. All requirements for the PhD degree ordinarily
must be completed within five years of admission to candidacy for the degree.

C.

A student who cannot submit an acceptable dissertation proposal by the deadline
(i.e., within two years of admission to degree candidacy) should, before the
deadline arrives, submit to the Director of Doctoral Studies a written request for
an extension, addressed to the Doctoral Studies Committee, giving a brief
statement of the reasons for needing an extension and a proposed new deadline
for submitting an acceptable proposal.
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XI.

D.

A student who cannot complete the requirements for the PhD degree by the
deadline (i.e., within five years of admission to degree candidacy) should, at least
one month before the deadline arrives, submit to the Director of Doctoral Studies
a written request for an extension, addressed to the Doctoral Studies Committee.
The request should include (1) the original deadline and any extensions given to
date, (2) a brief statement of the reasons for not being finished by the deadline, (3)
a brief account of the progress on the dissertation to that point, (4) a proposed
schedule for completing each chapter, submitting a defense copy, and defending
the dissertation, (5) a proposed new deadline for submitting final copies and
completing all program requirements, and (6) a statement that the student is
current in paying the continuation fee. In deciding on a request for extending the
deadline for completing program requirements, the Doctoral Studies Committee
will take into account the supervisor’s recommendation, including any
recommendation on whether the dissertation proposal needs to be updated. In
order to receive an extension, the student must be current in paying the
continuation fee. The Director of Doctoral Studies will communicate the
committee’s decision to the student.

E.

A student who has not paid the continuation fee for two years or who is more than
one year beyond the deadline for completing the program without requesting and
receiving an extension will be considered to have discontinued study in the
program.

F.

A student who discontinues the PhD program after completing PhD
comprehensive examinations may request a ThM degree from Calvin Theological
Seminary in the student’s area of specialization.

Dissertation Requirements
A.

Topic
Students should give thought to the choice of a dissertation topic early in their
programs.

B.

Proposal
1.

The dissertation proposal (approximately 2,500 to 3,000 words, or eight to
ten double-spaced pages, excluding the bibliography) should state a thesis:
What, exactly, does the dissertation propose to demonstrate? The proposal
should then indicate the problem or question this demonstration would
solve or the gap it would fill. The proposal should also provide a scheme
for developing and defending the major thesis claim(s) by chapters,
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anticipate methodological or other problems in the project, and provide a
select bibliography of primary and secondary sources.

2.

The dissertation proposal should follow this format:
DISSERTATION PROPOSAL
CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
TITLE
Student’s Name
Month 20XX
TENTATIVE THESIS
What, exactly, does the dissertation propose to demonstrate?
STATEMENT OF THE QUESTION
Briefly, what question will this dissertation solve, or what gap will it fill?
PRESENT STATUS OF THE QUESTION
Give a brief survey of the pertinent literature in the area and state why it
does not solve the question or fill the gap you have identified.
PROPOSED METHOD
Describe the means you intend to follow in order to resolve the problem
you have identified and thereby demonstrate your thesis.
TENTATIVE OUTLINE OF DISSERTATION
Give an outline of the dissertation, by chapters, with a short statement
about how each chapter will contribute to developing and defending the
major thesis claim(s).
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Provide a select bibliography of primary and secondary sources. The
bibliography does not count toward the word or page limit on the
proposal. The bibliography submitted as part of the proposal should be no
longer than six to eight pages.
The tentative thesis should be very brief (less than a page) and the
statement of the problem should be brief (perhaps a page). Apart from the
bibliography, the present status of the problem is typically the longest
section of the proposal.
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3.

Proposal Submission and Approval
The PhD candidate prepares a dissertation proposal under the guidance of
his/her dissertation supervisor, and the two discuss a potential dissertation
committee (two additional internal readers and an external reader). The
candidate then presents his/her proposal in the fall or spring semester
Dissertation Seminar for feedback. When the supervisor is satisfied with
the proposal, he/she submits both it and the names for the dissertation
committee to the Director of Doctoral Studies (DDS). The DDS then
arranges for the student to meet with the supervisor, the other two internal
readers, and the DDS. At that meeting, the readers and DDS provide
feedback to the student, after which the student is dismissed. The readers
and DDS then select a primary and alternate external reader and, if no
major revisions to the proposal are required, the DDS brings the
dissertation proposal and names of the readers to the Doctoral Studies
Committee for final approval. The DDS office contacts the primary (and,
if necessary, alternate) external reader about his/her willingness to serve.

C.

External Readers of Dissertations
1.

After the dissertation proposal has been approved by the Doctoral Studies
Committee, the Director of Doctoral Studies shall send a letter of
invitation to the external reader, outlining what is expected of the external
reader and indicating the amount of the honorarium.

2.

The dissertation supervisor is encouraged to contact the external reader
early in the process of supervising the dissertation and may invite the
external reader to offer comments on the dissertation proposal. The
dissertation supervisor shall determine the extent to which the external
reader is asked to participate in the dissertation process. During the writing
process, the student should not send chapters to the external reader unless
this has been approved by the dissertation supervisor.

3.

The PhD office will send the defense copy of the dissertation and the
Dissertation Report Form (Appendix D) to the external reader. The
external reader will be asked to return the Dissertation Report Form to the
PhD office.

4.

Upon the advice of the dissertation supervisor, the Director of Doctoral
Studies shall decide whether the external reader should attend the
dissertation defense. Although it is desirable for the external reader to
attend the defense, costs and scheduling problems often preclude such
attendance.
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5.

D.

The external reader shall receive a suitable honorarium in recognition of
services performed.

Interim Evaluation
When the student has submitted a substantial chapter or two, including at least
one chapter that is neither introductory nor a survey of scholarship, the supervisor
may give the draft to the PhD office for distribution to the internal readers. The
supervisor may ask the student to make revisions before this draft is submitted to
the internal readers. After reading the partial draft, the internal readers will
provide comments to the supervisor, who will then advise the student. The
purpose of this evaluation is to provide feedback that will help the student in
writing the remainder of the dissertation.

E.

Standards of Evaluation
In making a scholarly contribution to some area of theology, the dissertation must
show the candidate’s ability to conduct independent research, to move a
theological discussion forward, and to write clear, scholarly prose. The result
ought to be of publishable quality.

F.

Propositions
The student must draft a set of theses or propositions to be distributed at the oral
defense and included in the defense copies and the final bound copies of the
dissertation. There must be five to seven propositions related to the dissertation,
five to seven drawn from the student’s graduate work in theology but not directly
related to the dissertation, and two or three theses on topics of the student’s
choosing.

G.

Style
The dissertation must conform to the format and bibliographic style requirements
in the most recent edition of A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses,
and Dissertations, by Kate L. Turabian (currently 8th edition, 2013). In order to
be sure that footnotes and bibliography conform to proper style, students may
submit to the Theological Librarian a copy of the first substantial chapter they
write along with the bibliography as it stands at that time. This will allow the
Theological Librarian to give input and advice at an early stage in the writing of
the dissertation. Students who fail to take advantage of this opportunity may need
extra time to put the final copy of the dissertation into proper format. In particular,
the following format is required:
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1.

Typeface: The same style of type should be used throughout the work. For
all dissertations, Times New Roman, 12 point, regular type must be used,
with line spacing set at 2.0. Footnotes may be in 10 or 11 point, and must
be single-spaced (except for double-spacing between footnotes). Kerning
is acceptable but tracking is not. Either italics or underlining should be
used in the work; no dissertation should include both underlining and
italics. Boldface type may be used for chapter titles or part titles and for
section headings, but not within the text.

2.

Paper size: The standard page dimensions are 8 ½ by 11 inches.

3.

Margins: Margins must be at least one inch on all sides. For dissertations
and theses, the left margin must be 1½ inches in order to allow for
binding. All material (including page numbers) must be within these
margins. In general, right margins should be left ragged (not justified).
Right margins may be aligned (justified) only if that does not leave large
gaps between words.

4.

Indention: Paragraph indention must be consistent. Block quotations of
prose should be indented the same distance from the left margin of text,
and new paragraphs within them should have an additional indention.

5.

Spacing: The entire work must be double-spaced except chapter headings,
long quotations (single-spaced), and footnotes (single-spaced if more than
one line in length; double-spacing between footnotes).

6.

Pagination: For dissertations, every page of the work, including blank
pages, must be assigned a page number, although the page number does
not appear on pages that precede the table of contents. Pagination that
appears on front matter must be lowercase Roman numerals, appearing in
the bottom center of the page. The first page of text is page one. In the text
and back matter, page numbers should appear as Arabic numerals, either
centered or flush right above the text (except for pages with chapter
headings). If the page number is included on pages with chapter headings,
it should appear centered below the text.

7.

Quotations
a.

Direct quotations of prose should be incorporated into the text of
the dissertation and enclosed in double quotation marks. A direct
quotation that runs to five or more lines of text should be set off as
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a single-spaced indented block, with no quotation marks preceding
or following it.

8.

H.

b.

Periods and commas are placed inside quotation marks. Question
marks, dashes, and exclamation points that are not part of the
original quotation are placed outside the quotation marks.
Semicolons and colons are placed outside quotation marks.

c.

Any omission from a quotation must be indicated by ellipsis
points. An omission within a sentence is indicated by three dots.
Punctuation that occurs immediately before or after the omitted
material should appear just before or after the ellipsis points. A
brief quoted phrase or obviously incomplete sentence should not
have ellipsis marks at its beginning or end because it is clear that it
is an incomplete fragment. A block quotation should not have
ellipsis points at the beginning and should have ellipsis points at
the end only if the quotation does not end with a complete
sentence.

d.

If anything is added to a quotation, such as corrected spelling or a
name or term that clarifies the quotation, it must be enclosed in
square brackets.

e.

If italics or underlining is added to part of a quotation for
emphasis, the addition must be indicated by a comment such as
“italics added” or “emphasis added” in a footnote, in parentheses
after the quotation, or in square brackets immediately after the
emphasized words.

Notes: Notes must appear as footnotes, not as endnotes. Do not use the
parenthetical reference method of citation.

Defense Copies
One copy of the dissertation (including propositions) and one copy of an abstract
of no more than 350 words must be submitted to the Assistant to the Director of
Doctoral Studies by February 28 for the May graduation. Students may submit a
defense copy by email attachment (only pdf format, with everything in one file).
The Assistant will make copies for the supervisor, other members of the
dissertation committee including the external reader, and for the faculty table. The
student should take to the dissertation defense a defense copy exactly like the
copy that was submitted (including having the same pagination).
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I.

Scheduling the Defense
Once the supervisor informs the PhD office that the dissertation is ready for a
public defense, that office will distribute copies of the dissertation to the other
members of the dissertation committee, who will have one month in which to read
the dissertation and provide written comments, using the Dissertation Report
Form (Appendix D). By the end of this period (which should be no later than
April 20, for students who intend to graduate that May), the dissertation
committee will decide whether the dissertation is ready for a defense, and if it is,
set a time for the defense. By this date, readers also must communicate in writing
to the dissertation supervisor any major changes that are required or
recommended. For May graduation, a defense must be held no later than the last
day of classes in the Spring quarter. A student who needs to travel by airplane in
order to attend the defense should not purchase a ticket before getting the
dissertation supervisor’s approval that the dissertation is acceptable for defense.

J.

Defense
1.

The dissertation supervisor chairs the public defense. The entire
dissertation committee must be present for the defense, except in cases in
which an external reader cannot attend. If an external reader is not present
for the defense, the reader’s criticisms will be summarized during the
defense and the reader’s judgment on the merits of the dissertation will
count in the faculty’s deliberations. A dissertation defense will be
successful as judged by a majority of the faculty members present and the
external reader.
Note: No electronic devices may be used to transmit or record a
dissertation defense.

2.

Defenses ordinarily will follow this format:
a.
b.
c.

The dissertation supervisor opens the defense with prayer.
Copies of the student’s dissertation abstract and theses are made
available to those who attend the defense.
The dissertation supervisor invites the student to address the
following issues (10 minutes).
(1)
Why did you pick this topic for your dissertation?
(2)
What did you learn from your work on this dissertation?
(3)
What contribution does this dissertation make to the field?
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Students should not read their responses to these questions from a
prepared text or notes.

K.

d.

The members of the dissertation committee ask questions about the
dissertation (45 to 60 minutes). If the external reader is not present,
the dissertation supervisor summarizes the external reader’s
comments or questions regarding the dissertation.

e.

The supervisor invites other faculty members who are present,
followed by any guests, to ask questions about the dissertation,
including the theses or propositions (15 to 20 minutes).

f.

After the student and any guests leave the room, the external reader
and the faculty members who are present discuss the dissertation
(including the abstract) and the defense for the purpose of
rendering a judgment. This judgment will include (a) whether the
defense is successful, (b) an agreement about any changes that are
required or recommended in preparing the final copy, and (c) an
agreement about who, in addition to the supervisor, will examine
the final copy before it is approved. Those who have read the
dissertation will also be asked for advice on whether the
dissertation contains publishable material.

g.

The student is informed of the results of the deliberations.

Length
The seminary considers an appropriate dissertation length to be 250 to 300 pages;
dissertations exceeding 400 pages will not be accepted.

L.

Editing Assistance
For PhD students for whom English is a second language, the PhD program will
either provide editing assistance through the Calvin Theological Seminary
Rhetoric Center or, if that is not available, provide reimbursement for half the cost
of professional assistance in dissertation editing, up to a maximum reimbursement
of $300. Before employing an editor, students must contact the PhD office. In
order to be reimbursed, a student must use the services of an editor approved by
the PhD office and must submit proper receipts.
(Grad. Studies Comm. minute #494, 11/15/00)
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M.

Final Copies
After having revised the dissertation in the light of the defense, the student must
submit the dissertation first to the dissertation supervisor for final approval and
then to the PhD office, which will ask the theological librarian to ensure that
proper form and procedure have been followed. After the supervisor, Theological
Librarian, and Director of Doctoral Studies have conveyed their written approval
to the PhD office, the PhD office will inform the student that the final copies may
be submitted, as follows:
1.

The student must submit to the Assistant to the Director of Doctoral
Studies six copies of the final, approved dissertation (including abstract
and propositions). The original must be produced on a laser-quality
printer. The other copies must be clearly legible photocopies. All six final
copies must be submitted on acid-free 20-pound white bond paper with
not less than 25% rag content. No holes are to be punched in the pages,
and the dissertation should be submitted in a box or binder that protects
the pages from damage. For the student to receive the degree, all copies of
the dissertation and abstract must be submitted in satisfactory form.

2.

The student also signs a form (a Non-Exclusive Distribution License) that
grants to Calvin Theological Seminary the non-exclusive right to
reproduce and distribute the student’s dissertation to the public through
appropriate means, including as a pdf file on the library server. This right
goes into effect either immediately or after three years, if by then the
student has not notified CTS of any publisher-required embargo.

3.

A student who wishes to register a claim of U.S. copyright for the
dissertation should consult the website of the United States Copyright
Office (especially the sections “Copyright Basics” and “Frequently Asked
Questions”).

4.

The Assistant to the Director of Doctoral Studies submits the copies and
the Non-Exclusive Distribution License to the Theological Librarian, who
submits the dissertation for digital preservation as well as for binding (four
copies for the library, one for the dissertation supervisor, and one for the
Seminary faculty room).
(Grad. Studies Comm. minute #396; Faculty minute #5010e, 09/12/97)

5.

If the final copies of the dissertation are not submitted in proper form by
August 15 of the year in which the student graduates (or any subsequent
year), the student will be charged the annual continuation fee for the next
academic year.

25

N.

6.

If the final copies of the dissertation are not submitted in proper form by
the end of the calendar year in which the student graduates, the date on the
title page of the dissertation shall be the month and year that the final
copies are submitted rather than the month and year in which the student’s
name appeared in the graduation program. The date on the signature page
shall be the month, day, and year that the final copies are submitted.

7.

The Registrar issues the diploma after (a) the student has graduated and
(b) the PhD office notifies the Registrar that it has received the final
approvals as noted above and has received either final copies or payment
to make final copies. If before the diploma is issued, the student needs
confirmation of having completed the program, the Registrar will send a
letter to that effect.

Surveys
1.
Calvin Theological Seminary participates in the Survey of Earned
Doctorates conducted by the National Opinion Research Center at the
University of Chicago. The purpose of the survey is to gather information
about those who earn research doctorates in any field. After submitting the
defense copy of the dissertation, the student receives a link to the online
survey from the Assistant to the Director of Doctoral Studies. The form
must be completed by the time of the dissertation defense.
2.

XII.

Calvin Theological Seminary also administers the Graduating Student
Questionnaire offered by the Association of Theological Schools in the
United States and Canada. Graduating students receive instructions for
completing the questionnaire online.

Required Sequence of Items in Dissertations
A.
Front Matter
1.

Title page: The title page should conform to the approved format (see
Appendix E). Although the title page is page i, the number does not appear
on it. All of the items on the title page except the title must be in twelvepoint type. The title should be in fourteen-point type.

2.

Copyright page: Calvin Seminary recommends that students protect their
work by claiming the copyright, even if they do not register this with the
copyright office. Although this is page ii, the number does not appear on
it. Students should use the following format:
Copyright © 2017 by John Calvin
All rights reserved
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3.

Dedication (optional): A dedication, if included, should be brief: “To
John.” In order to avoid clutter at the beginning of the dissertation or
thesis, it is often advisable to include any dedication in the preface or
acknowledgments. Although this page counts in the page numbering, the
number does not appear on it.

4.

Epigraph (optional): An epigraph, if placed in the front matter, is a
quotation adumbrating the theme of the work. An epigraph should be used
only if the quotation is particularly appropriate to the work. Although this
page counts in the page numbering, the number does not appear on it.

5.

Table of Contents: Usually titled Contents, the table of contents lists each
part of the dissertation except the title page, copyright page or blank page,
dedication, and epigraph, which precede it. The table of contents must
identify all parts, chapters, and sections with exactly the same wording
and capitalization as in the body of the work. The beginning page number
for each chapter or section should be identified. Beginning with the first
page of the table of contents, each subsequent page of the front matter
should be numbered, in the bottom center, using lowercase Roman
numerals.

6.

Preface or Acknowledgments (optional): The preface explains the
motivation or context for the study. It may also include acknowledgments.
The preface should be no longer than two pages. If the author wishes only
to acknowledge various sorts of assistance received, this item should be
titled Acknowledgments.

7.

Abbreviations (optional): If the author has devised a system of
abbreviations of commonly used terms or works, abbreviations should be
identified. Arrange the list alphabetically by the abbreviation, not by the
full term or title.

8.

Abstract: The abstract must be provided by the student and approved by
the thesis committee. An abstract of a PhD dissertation may be no longer
than 350 words. The abstract must be included in both the defense copy
and the final copy; it will be published in the Calvin Theological Journal.
The abstract should summarize the problem addressed as well as the thesis
and contents of the work. It should be written with the goal of providing
concise, clear information that will help another scholar decide whether
this work will be useful in his or her research.
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B.

C.

Main Text
1.

Introduction: The introduction is often called Chapter 1. If the introduction
is brief, it may be identified simply as Introduction, with the subsequent
material identified as Chapter 1. The first page of the introduction is page
1 of the dissertation. The pagination of the main text and back matter
should proceed from this point, using Arabic numerals. If the page number
is listed on the first page of the introduction and subsequent chapters, it
should appear at the bottom of the page.

2.

Parts (optional): The work may be divided into parts, each comprising one
or more chapters. If the work is divided into parts, the introduction should
precede the first part. Although part-title pages count in page numbering,
the page number does not appear on the page.

3.

Chapters: The body of the work is divided into chapters, which may be
divided into sections and subsections.

4.

Conclusion (optional): The last chapter may be identified as a conclusion,
and may appear with or without a chapter number. If the final part of the
text is very brief, it may be identified as an epilogue or afterword.

Back Matter
1.

Appendix(es):
a.

An appendix may be useful for making available material that is
relevant to the text, but not suitable for inclusion in it. If there are
two or more appendixes, they should be numbered or designated
by letters (Appendix 1, Appendix 2, etc., or Appendix A,
Appendix B, etc.).

b.

A PhD dissertation must include a set of theses or propositions as
an appendix to the work. If the dissertation contains more than one
appendix, the theses must be the last appendix. The theses or
propositions must be included both in the defense copies and in the
final bound copies. The propositions may be revised in the light of
the defense. There must be five to seven propositions related to the
dissertation, five to seven drawn from the student’s graduate work
in theology but not directly related to the dissertation, and two or
three theses on topics of the student’s choosing.
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2.

Bibliography: The bibliography may be a single list, arranged
alphabetically by author, or it may be divided into sections, either by
subject or by category (e.g., primary and secondary works).

3.

Certification Page: This sheet will be provided by the Academic Dean and
signed by the thesis committee. It will be bound with the final copies. This
page is not numbered and does not appear in the table of contents.

XIII. Academic Regalia
A.

Gown: There are 3 options for students who wish to purchase a gown. Rented
gowns will be the first style listed:
1.

Black University doctoral gown (Marshall fabric, or a CTS-approved
alternate) with black velvet front panels and sleeve bars, plus hood and
tam with gold metallic tassel. (Current total cost of $430, including
shipping.)

2.

Black Cambridge doctoral gown (Lyric fabric, or a CTS-approved
alternate) with black velvet front panels and sleeve bars (no gold piping),
plus hood and tam with gold metallic tassel. This custom-tailored gown
offers better fabric and velvet than the above gown. (Current total cost of
$701, including shipping.)

3.

Maroon Oxford doctoral gown (Lyric fabric in Chianti (maroon) color, or
a CTS-approved alternate) with gold piping and black velvet front panels
and sleeve bars, plus hood and tam with gold metallic tassel. Tam is black
velvet with lyric Chianti band. (Current total cost of $701, including
shipping.)

B.

Hood: Blue velvet (PhD colors) with maroon and gold satin inside the hood. The
outside material on the hood matches the fabric on the gown (black or maroon).

C.

Cap: Black octagonal tam with gold tassel (and maroon band if maroon gown is
selected).
(Grad. Studies Comm. minute #405; Faculty minute #6013d, 03/13/98)

D.

Calvin Seminary will provide a subsidy of $350 for each PhD graduate toward the
purchase of Seminary-approved PhD academic regalia.
(Grad. Studies Comm. minute #412; Faculty minute #6027e, 04/23/98)
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XIV. Teaching Resources and Experience
Students who hope to teach should take advantage of seminars and other campus
resources on teaching. In addition, there are often opportunities for students to gain
limited teaching experience, either as a doctoral assistant or at a local college or
seminary, typically after completion of most or all course work.
XV.

Advice in Searching for a Teaching Position
Students who would like to obtain a teaching position should become aware of the kinds
of available openings well before completing the PhD program. Teaching positions are
often advertised in The Chronicle of Higher Education, Books and Culture, Christianity
Today, The Christian Century, Perspectives, and various church periodicals. Teaching
positions are also advertised in Job Postings (a service of the American Academy of
Religion), which is available to students through the PhD office.
A.

B.

Cover Letters
1.

Make them (as well as your curriculum vitae) neat and clean, with laser
quality print on white or ivory paper.

2.
3.

Check all spelling, including the name of the person to whom you address
the letter.
Tailor the letter to the specific job and institution. Find something in the
job, institution, or mission statement that you can use to say why you are
interested or why they should be interested in you.

4.

Be succinct and professional; do not write a “chatty” letter.

Format for Curriculum Vitae
CURRICULUM VITAE
Month 20XX
Personal Information
Name
Address, telephone, e-mail
Education
Years attended, degree earned, institution name and location (for all college and
post-college education). Put parentheses around a degree you have not yet
completed and indicate the date you expect to complete it.
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Dissertation
Dissertation title and committee members (with supervisor indicated).
Scholarships and Awards
Year, name of scholarship or award, and institution giving the award (but not the
monetary amount)
Professional Experience
List teaching positions you have held and relevant pastoral experience, with dates.
Areas of Professional Training and Teaching
List your general area of professional training and teaching (This should be broad
enough to show your wide range of knowledge but specific enough to show that
you know your limits.)
List your areas of special training or expertise within your general area. (These
should correspond to specialized courses you would be prepared to teach.)
Professional Society Memberships
Year you became a member, name of each organization
Community Service
Dates you were involved, name and location of organization, your involvement
Papers Presented
If you presented a paper at a professional conference, list the paper title,
conference, and date (month and year).
Publications
Books, articles, and book reviews, with a separate category for each. List year of
publication, title, and full publication information. Indicate which articles are
refereed. Indicate any publications that are “in press” (accepted for publication
but not yet published).
References
Name, title, and institution for each person who is willing to serve as a reference
for you. You should have at least three references.
C.

Applying for a Position
When you apply for a teaching position, you should send (or have others send) the
following items:
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D.

1.

Cover letter.

2.

Curriculum vitae.

3.

Transcripts of your college and post-college work.

4.

Letters of reference from at least three people listed on your CV.

5.

Sample syllabi of courses you have taught or would be prepared to teach
(optional).

6.

Copies of teaching evaluations (preferably narrated by a responsible party,
not just the raw data you may have received).

7.

One or two brief samples of your writing, especially if you have published
any articles or significant book reviews.

Interviewing
1.

Be authentic. Do not try to present yourself as someone you are not. Be
well-dressed, prompt, and as relaxed as possible. Have a clear sense of
your own views, interests (in teaching and in scholarship), strengths, and
weaknesses. Those who interview you will be assessing your potential as a
teacher, scholar, and colleague.

2.

Both before and during the interview process, take an honest look at the
school, evaluating its strengths and weaknesses and its “fit” with your
strengths and needs. Know why you want to work in that institution and
department.

3.

Have a sense of what would be expected from you (e.g., teaching,
publishing, service) and what you want from the job.

4.

Have a sense of courses you could offer, including topics covered, books
used, and why. Know how these courses would fit into the school’s overall
offerings.

5.

Practice responding to typical interview questions:
• What is your personal story, including your faith journey?
• What is your theological perspective?
• How would you respond to students who do not share your views?
• What is your area of academic expertise?
• What are your research interests?
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• What courses would you like to (or be able to) teach?
• Pick one of those courses: what textbooks would you use and what
would you want students to learn?
• What ministry experience have you had and how would that shape your
teaching?
• What is your philosophy of education?
6.

Have available (even if you sent them ahead) copies of your C.V., syllabi,
writing samples, and (if you have them) teaching evaluations.

7.

If you are asked to give a lecture or presentation, find out what you are
expected to do, how long it should last, and the size and composition of
the expected audience.

8.

Try to find out what computer facilities are provided by the school and
whether the school’s library or other libraries in the area have holdings
adequate for your research interests.

9.

Unless they are raised by others, certain matters should be addressed only
to the dean or administrator with whom you will meet: salary, vacation,
research time, insurance, sabbatical policy, moving expenses, spousal
hiring opportunities.
Keep discussions pertinent to the job at hand rather than discussing
problems at your current institution.

10.

11.
E.

Save your receipts for reimbursement.

Tips and Ideas
1.

Attend conferences and lectures in order to make contacts with people in
your field.

2.

If you can, present a paper at a professional conference or publish an
article in a scholarly journal.

3.

Create your own teaching evaluations if something is not provided for you
when you teach a course. Ask the dean or supervisor where you teach to
help you in this, since it will both improve your teaching and provide
material for your dossier.

4.

Before you apply, look over an institution’s catalog, paying particular
attention to the mission statement, courses currently offered in your area
of interest, and the interests of faculty members in your field.
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5.

Ask your dissertation advisor, or someone else on your current faculty, to
make a telephone call for you to the school of interest. This is especially
helpful if the person calling knows someone at the other school.

6.

Follow up campus interviews with a brief note of thanks.
(This advice is adapted from the May/June 1994 issue of Openings.)

XVI. Disclaimer
Calvin Theological Seminary reserves the right to change or correct any material in this
handbook. This handbook is not a contract or an offer of a contract.
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Appendix A

PHD PROGRAM ANNUAL COURSE PLANNING FORM

Student: _____________________
Area(s) of specialization (circle):

Academic Year: _______________
History of Christianity
Philosophical Theology

Systematic Theology
Moral Theology

Area(s) of special interest: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
PhD courses already taken:

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

Foreign-language exams passed: _________________________________________________
Students should complete the form to this point before meeting to discuss it.
Course plan: Fall semester
___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
January term
____________________________________________________________
Spring semester
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Approved by: ________________________________

Date: ___________________
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Appendix B
PHD COMPREHENSIVE COMMITTEE FORM
Name: _________________________
Date: ____________________
COURSE WORK (GPA for PhD course work: _______)
Course #
Course Title
Interdisciplinary
_____ _______________________________________________
_____ _______________________________________________
History of Christianity

_____
_____
_____
_____

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Systematic Theology

_____
_____
_____
_____

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Philosophical Theology

_____ _______________________________________________
_____ _______________________________________________
_____ _______________________________________________

Moral Theology

_____ _______________________________________________
_____ _______________________________________________
_____ _______________________________________________

FOREIGN-LANGUAGE EXAMINATIONS PASSED
Language: ________________
Month, year: _____________
Language: ________________
Month, year: _____________
Language: ________________
Month, year: _____________
PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINING COMMITTEE
Examiner: __________________
History of Christianity (area: _______________________)
Examiner: __________________
Systematic Theology
Examiner: __________________
Philosophical Theology
Examiner: __________________
Moral Theology
Examiner(s): ________________
Area(s) of specialization: ___________________________
After completing the form to this point, the student submits it to the Director of Doctoral Studies.
_____ Approved by the Director of Doctoral Studies. Date: _____________
_____ Student was notified. Date: ____________
_____ Comprehensives were passed. Date: _____________
_____ Registrar was notified that the student is a PhD candidate. Date: _____________
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Appendix C

PHD COMPREHENSIVE EXAM REPORT

Name of student: ____________________ Date of oral examination: _________________
Examiners:

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________
Results of the examination:
_____ The student successfully completed the oral and all written examinations and is therefore
eligible for PhD candidacy.
_____ The student successfully completed the examinations in all areas except the following:
_____________________________________________________________________
In order to complete the comprehensive examinations, the student must successfully
complete the following (describe any papers, written examinations, and/or oral
examinations that must be completed, and specify the deadlines for their completion):
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____ The student did not pass the comprehensive examinations. In order to meet the
requirements, the comprehensive examinations must be retaken.
Faculty signature: ______________________

Date: _________________

37
Appendix D

DISSERTATION REPORT FORM
CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY PHD PROGRAM

Name of candidate: ___________________________
Title of dissertation: ____________________________________________________________
Name of reader: ___________________________
Date of mailing: ____________________

Please return by: _____________________

Please send this report, within one month of its receipt, to the Assistant to the Director of
Doctoral Studies, Calvin Theological Seminary, 3233 Burton St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.
Fax: 616-957-8621 E-mail: bab23@calvinseminary.edu
Please answer the following questions, making additional comments in the spaces provided or on
separate sheets.
1.

Does this dissertation show ability to conduct independent research? Does it show
adequate (or perhaps even superior) knowledge of the field of study and of related
literature?

2.

Does this dissertation show evidence of advancing the state of a question or resolving a
problem in its field?
YES/NO (Circle one)
If “Yes,” in what respects? (E.g., examination of previously unexamined documents or
issues, offering a new interpretation of documents or issues, developing new theological
insights, or demonstrating the significance a neglected issue.)

If "No" briefly state why.

3.

Does this dissertation state and defend a clear thesis? Does each chapter contribute to
advancing that thesis?

4.

Is this dissertation written in clear scholarly prose?
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5.

6.

Does this dissertation contain material worthy of publication?
a.
As a book
b.
As journal articles

YES/NO
YES/NO

What is your overall evaluation of this dissertation? Is it ready for an oral defense?

_____ PASS: This dissertation is ready for an oral defense. The following changes are
recommended but not required before the dissertation receives final approval:

_____ CONTINGENT PASS: This dissertation is ready for an oral defense. The following
changes are required or strongly recommended before the dissertation receives final
approval:

_____ RESUBMIT: This dissertation is not yet ready for an oral defense. The following changes
need to be made to get it ready for an oral defense:

(Ordinarily, the rewritten and resubmitted dissertation is returned to the same readers for
review.) Are you willing to read the revised dissertation?
YES/NO
_____ FAIL, for the following reasons:

Reader’s signature: _________________________

Date: __________________

Date received by Calvin Theological Seminary: __________________ (please leave blank)
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Appendix E

SAMPLE DISSERTATION TITLE PAGE

CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

A DEFINITIVE PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF REFORMED THEOLOGY

A DISSERTATION SUBMITTED TO
THE FACULTY OF CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
IN CANDIDACY FOR THE DEGREE OF
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

BY
JOHN CALVIN

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
GRADUATION MONTH YEAR
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Appendix F

CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
NON-EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTION LICENSE

By signing and submitting this license “the author” grants to Calvin Theological Seminary the nonexclusive right to reproduce and distribute your PhD dissertation in electronic format via the World Wide
Web, as well as the right to migrate or convert your dissertation, without alteration of the content, for the
purpose of preservation and/or continued distribution.
Calvin Theological Seminary acknowledges that this is a non-exclusive license; any copyrights in the
submission remain with the author or other copyright holder and subsequent uses of the submitted
material by that person(s) are not restricted by this license.
The author agrees that Calvin Theological Seminary may keep more than one copy of this dissertation for
purposes of security, backup and preservation.
The author represents that the dissertation covered by this license is his/her original work and that he/she
has the right to grant this license to Calvin Theological Seminary. The author further represents that the
dissertation does not, to the best of his/her knowledge, infringe upon any third-party’s copyright.
If this dissertation is based upon work that has been sponsored or supported by any agency or
organization other than Calvin Theological Seminary, the author represents that he/she has fulfilled any
right of review or other obligation required by contract or agreement with the supporting entity.
Calvin Theological Seminary and/or its library will make the dissertation available to the public
accompanied by a copyright statement indicating the author’s continuing rights. Calvin Theological
Seminary will take all reasonable steps to ensure that the author’s name remains clearly associated with
the dissertation and that no alterations of the content are made.
PhD Dissertation Title:
Author:
Please check one of the following and sign below:
____ I permit Calvin Theological Seminary to make the electronic full text of my dissertation available
immediately.
___ I request that Calvin Theological Seminary embargo (restrict) access to the electronic full text of my
dissertation for three years. If, before the end of three years, I have an arrangement with a publisher that
requires an embargo on access to the electronic full text of my dissertation, I will notify Calvin
Theological Seminary that I desire to embargo (restrict) all such access for as long as legally possible. If, at
the end of three years, I do not notify Calvin Theological Seminary that I have such an arrangement with
a publisher, Calvin Theological Seminary will automatically have my permission to make the electronic
full text of my dissertation available at that time.
I agree to the terms of the Non-exclusive Distribution License:
______________________________________________ (signature)

______________________ (date)
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Bibliography for Comprehensives in the History of Christianity
This bibliography offers resources for comprehensive exams in patristic, medieval, and
Reformation/post-Reformation Christianity, along with general works for exams in all
areas. Not all works cited here need to be read in their entirety, but some will be included
on the general and/or specialized exam bibliographies that each student will negotiate
with the examining professor.
A.

General Works [background resources to be used topically]

Copleston, Frederick. A History of Philosophy. 9 vols. repr. Garden City: Doubleday, 1985.
Dictionnaire de théologie catholique, contenant l’exposé des doctrines et de la théologie
catholique. Edited by A. Vacant, E. Mangenot and E. Amann. 15 vols. Paris: Librairie
Letouzey et Ane, 1923-50.
Jedin, Hubert (ed.). History of the Church. 10 vols. Trs. composite. New York: Crossroad, 1981.
A major work of contemporary Roman Catholic scholarship, massive in detail, objective
in its utterances--a model work in the field.
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. Edited by Samuel Macauley
Jackson et al. 12 vols. New York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1908-12. [Augmented by Twentieth
Century Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. Edited by L. A. Loetscher. 2 vols. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1955.]
The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church. Edited by F. L. Cross. 2nd ed. London and New
York: Oxford University Press, 1974.
Schaff, Philip. The Creeds of Christendom with a History and Critical Notes. 3 vols. 6th ed.,
revised and enlarged. New York: Harper & Row, 1919; repr., Grand Rapids: Baker,
1977.
________. History of the Christian Church. 8 vols. Reprint. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.
Seeberg, Reinhold. The History of Doctrines. Translated by Charles Hay. 2 vols. 1895-98.
Reprint. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1977.
Walker, Williston. A History of the Christian Church. 4th ed. New York: Scribner, 1985.

B.

Early Church
1.

Primary works [to be surveyed and placed within the context of the history of the
church or the history of scholarship, unless otherwise noted]
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Athenagoras of Athens. A Plea for the Christians, in ANF, vol. 2. [to be studied and analyzed]
Clement of Rome. Epistle to the Corinthians, in ANF.1; ANF.10; ACW.1; LCC.1; FOTC.1
________. The Second Epistle of Clement, in ANF.10; ACW.1; LCC.1; FOTC.1
Clement of Alexandria. Exhortation to the Heathen, in ANF.2
________. The Instructor, in ANF.2; FOTC.23.
________. The Stromata or Miscellanies, in ANF.2; LCC.2 (Bks III and VII only).
Cyprian. On the Unity of the Church, in ANF, vol. 5.
Didache (The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles), in ANF.7; ACW.6; LCC.1; FOTC.1
Epistle of Barnabas, in ANF.1; ACW.6.
Epistle to Diognetus, in ANF.1; ACW.6; LCC.1; FOTC.1.
Ignatius. Epistles, in ANF.1; ACW.1; LCC.1; FOTC.1 [to be studied and analyzed]
Irenaeus of Lyons. Against Heresies, in ANF.1.
________. The Proof of the Apostolic Preaching, in ACW.16. [to be studied and analyzed]
Justin Martyr. The First Apology, in ANF.1; LCC.1; FOTC.6
Origen. On First Principles, in ANF.4; the preferred translation is by G. W. Butterworth (N.Y.:
Harper & Row, 1966).
Tertullian. Against Praxeas, in ibid. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. On the Flesh of Christ, in ibid.
________. On the Resurrection, in ibid.
Theophilus. To Autolycus, in ANF.2
The Shepherd (or Pastor) of Hermas, in ANF.2
Athanasius of Alexandria. Apology Against the Arians, in NPNF, ser. II., vol. 4.
________. Two Books Against the Heathen: (1) Against the Heathen; (2) On the Incarnation of
the Word, in NPNF, ser. II, vol. 4. [to be studied and analyzed]
Basil of Caesarea. On the Holy Spirit, in NPNF, ser. II, vol. 8.
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Cyril, Archbishop of Jerusalem. Catechetical Lectures, in NPNF, ser. II, vol. 7 and FC, vols 61
& 64.
Dionysius the (Pseudo-)Areopagite. The Divine Names and the Mystical Theology. Trs. C. E.
Rolt. London: SPCK, 1920.
Gregory of Nyssa. On the Holy Trinity, in NPNF, ser. 2, vol. 5.
________. On “Not Three Gods,” in ibid. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. On the Faith, in ibid.
________. The Great Catechism, in ibid.
Gregory of Nazianzen. The Theological Orations, in NPNF, ser. II, vol. 7 or LCC, vol. 3.
John of Damascus. Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, in NPNF, ser. 2, vol. 9
The Seven Ecumenical Councils, in NPNF, ser. II, vol. 14.
Theodore of Mopsuestia. Commentary of Theodore of Mopsuestia on the Nicene Creed. Ed. and
trs. A. Mingana (Woodbrooke Studies, 5) Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1932.
Ambrose of Milan. On the Christian Faith, in NPNF, ser. II, vol. 10.
Augustinus, Aurelius. The City of God, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol. 2.
________. On the Trinity, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol. 3.
________. The Enchiridion, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol. 3. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. On the Spirit and the Letter, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol. 5.
________. On Nature and Grace, in NPNF, ser. 2, vol. 5.
________. On the Grace of Christ, and on Original Sin, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol. 5.
________. On Christian Doctrine, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol. 2. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. Confessions, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol. 1; perhaps the best translation is that of R. S. PineCoffin, (Baltimore: Penguin, 1961). [to be studied and analyzed]
________. Concerning the Nature of the Good, against the Manichaeans, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol.
4; LCC.6.
________. On Baptism, against the Donatists, in NPNF, ser. 1, vol. 4.
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________. On Free Will, in LCC.6.
________. Of True Religion, in LCC.6.
Hilary of Poitiers. On the Trinity, in NPNF, ser. 2, vol. 9.
Leo the Great. The Tome, in LCC.3. [to be studied and analyzed]

2.

Secondary works [background resources to be used topically]

Anatolios, Khaled. Retrieving Nicaea: The Development and Meaning of Trinitarian Doctrine.
Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011.
Augustine through the Ages: An Encyclopedia. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999.
Barnard, Leslie W. Studies in the Apostolic Fathers and their Background. New York: Schocken
Books, 1967.
Barnes, Timothy David. Tertullian: a historical and literary study. Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1971.
Behr, John. The Nicene Faith. 2 vols. Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2004.
Bethune-Baker, J. F. Nestorius and his Teaching: A Fresh Examination of the Evidence.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1908.
Bray, Gerald Lewis. Holiness and the Will of God: Perspectives on the Theology of Tertullian.
Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1979.
Cochrane, Charles N. Christianity and Classical Culture: A Study of Thought and Action from
Augustus to Augustine. New York: Oxford, 1944.
Crouzel, Henri. Origen. Trans. A. S. Worrall. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1989.
Daniélou, Jean. A History of Early Christian Doctrine Before the Council of Nicaea. 3 vols.
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1964-1977.
Encyclopedia of Early Christianity. NewYork: Garland, 1997.
Finegan, Jack. Myth and Mystery: An Introduction to the Pagan Religions of the Biblical World.
Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1989.
Frend, W. H. C. The Early Church. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1982.
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Gilson, E. The Christian Philosophy of St. Augustine, trans. L.E.M. Lynch. New York, 1960.
Grant, Robert M. Greek Apologists of the Second Century. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1988.
Gregg, Robert C. (ed.) Arianism: Historical and Theological Reassessments. Patristic
Monograph Series 11. Cambridge, MA: Philadelphia Patristic Foundation, 1985.
Hanson, R. P. C. The Search for the Christian Doctrine of God: The Arian Controversy, 318381. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1988.
Jaeger, Werner. Early Christianity and Greek Paideia. New York: Oxford, 1961.
Lawson, John. A Theological and Historical Introduction to the Apostolic Fathers. New York:
Macmillan, 1961.
Norris, Richard A. God and World in Early Christian Theology: A Study in Justin Martyr,
Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Origen. New York: Seabury, 1965.
Paredi, Angelo. Saint Ambrose: His Life and Times. Trans. M. J. Costelloe. Notre Dame, IN:
University of Notre Dame Press, 1964.
Patterson, Lloyd G. God and History in Early Christian Thought: A Study of Themes from Justin
Martyr to Gregory the Great. New York: Seabury, 1967.
Pétrement, Simone. A Separate God: The Christian Origins of Gnosticism. Trans. Carol
Harrison. San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1990.
Prestige, G. L. God in Patristic Thought. London: S.P.C.K., 1952.
Quasten, Johannes. Patrology. 3 vols. Utrecht and Antwerp: Spectrum, 1950-60; repr., with the
newly completed vol. 4, Westminster, MD.: Christian Classics, 1986.
Rudolph, Kurt. Gnosis: The Nature and History of Gnosticism. Trans R. McL Wilson. San
Francisco: Harper & Row, 1983.
Schoeps, Hans Joachim. Jewish Christianity: Factional disputes in the Early Church. Trans.
Douglas Hare. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1969.

C.

The Middle Ages
1.

Primary works [to be surveyed and placed within the context of the history of the
church or the history of scholarship, unless otherwise noted]
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Anselm of Canterbury. Cur Deus Homo, in St. Anselm: Basic Writings. Introduction by Charles
Hartshorne. Trs. S. N. Deane. LaSalle, Ill.: Open Court, 1962. [to be studied and
analyzed]
________. Monologion, in Ibid. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. Proslogion, in Ibid. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. Trinity, Incarnation and Redemption: Theological Treatises. Trs. J. Hopkins and H.
W. Richardson. N.Y.: Harper & Row, 1970.
________. Truth, Freedom and Evil: Three Philosophical Dialogues. Trs. J. Hopkins & H. W.
Richardson. N.Y.: Harper & Row, 1967.
Bacon, Roger. Opus majus. Trs. R. B. Burke. 2 vols. N.Y.: Russell & Russell, 1962. N.B. parts 1,
2, and 7 relate to theology and philosophy.
Bernard of Clairvaux. Treatises. 3 vols. Kalamazoo, Mich: Cistercian Publications, 1970-77.
________. The Book on Loving God, in Treatises, vol. 2.
________. The Steps of Humility and Pride, in Treatises, vol. 2.
________. On Grace and Free Choice, in Treatises, vol. 2. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. On the Song of Songs. 4 vols. Kalamazoo, Mich.: Cistercian Publications, 1971-1980.
Boethius. The Theological Tractates. Loeb Classical: Library, 1953 (reprint).
________. The Consolation of Philosophy. Ibid. [Book V to be studied and analyzed]
Bonaventure. The Works of Bonaventure. Trs José de Vinck. Paterson, N.J.: St. Antony Guild,
1960-1970.
________. The Journey of the Mind to God, Works, vol. 1; also, The Mind’s Road to God. Trs.
G. Boas. N.Y.: Liberal Arts Press, 1953. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. The Breviloquium, Works, vol. 2.
________. On Retracing the Arts of Theology, Works, vol. 3.
The Book of Causes. Trs. Dennis Brand. Milwaukee: Marquette Univ. Press, 1984.
Duns Scotus, John. God and Creatures: the Quodlibetal Questions. Trs. F. Alluntis and A.
Wolter. Washington: C.U.A. Press, 1981.
________. Philosophical Writings. Trs. A. Wolter. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1964.
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________. A Treatise on God as First Principle. Trs. A. Wolter. Chicago: Franciscan Herald
Press, 1966.
Giles of Rome. Errores philosophorum (The Errors of the Philosophers). Edited by J. Koch, trs.
J. Riedl. Milwaukee: Marquette Univ. Press, 1944.
Gregory the Great. The Book of Pastoral Rule, in NPNF, ser. 2, vol. 12.
Hugh of St. Victor. The Didascalion . . . a Medieval Guide to the Arts. Trs. J. Taylor. N.Y.:
Columbia Univ. Press, 1961.
Moses Maimonides. The Guide for the Perplexed. Trs. M. Friedländer. Second edition. N.Y.:
Dover, 1956.
Nicholas of Cusa. The Vision of God. Trs. E. G. Salter. N.Y.: Ungar, 1960.
________. Of Learned Ignorance. Trs. G. Heron. New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1954.
Peter Abelard. Abelard’s Christian Theology. Selected and translated by J. R. McCallum.
Oxford: Blackwell, 1948.
Richard of St. Victor. De Trinitate. Text and trs. (French) Gaston Salet, S.J. Paris: Editions du
Cerf, 1959.
________. Bk III of De Trinitate in Richard of St. Victor: The Twelve Patriarchs, The Mystical
Ark, Book three of the Trinity. Trs. Grover A. Zinn. New York: Paulist Press, 1979.
________. Selected Writings on Contemplation. Trs. C. Kirchberger. London: Faber and Faber,
1957.
Staupitz, Johann von. Eternal Predestination and Its Execution in Time, in Heiko Obermann,
Forerunners of the Reformation. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1981, pp. 175-203.
Thomas Aquinas. Compendium Theologiae. Trs. C. Vollert. St. Louis: Herder, 1947.
________. On the Eternity of the World (with treatises on the same subject of Siger of Brabant
and Bonaventure). Trs. C. Vollert, L. Kendzierski, P. Byrne. Milwaukee: Marquette
Univ. Press, 1964.
________. On the Truth of the Catholic Faith. Trs. A. Pegis, et al. 5 vols. Garden City:
Doubleday, 1955-57.
________. Theological Texts. Trs. T. Gilby. Durham: Labyrinth Press, 1982.
________. Philosophical Texts. Trs. T. Gilby. Durham: Labrynth Press, 1982.
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________. Summa Theologica. Trs. Fathers of the English Dominican Province. 3 vols. N.Y.:
Benziger, 1948; repr. 5 vols. Westminster, Md.: Christian Classics, 1981. [selections to
be studied and analyzed]
William of Ockham. Philosophical Writings. Trs. P. Boehner. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1964.
________. Predestination, God’s Foreknowledge, and Future Contingents. Trs. Marilyn McCord
Adams and Norman Kretzman. Indianapolis: Hackett, 1983.
William of St. Thierry. The Works of William of St. Thierry. 6 vols. Kalamazoo, Mich.:
Cistercian Publications, 1974-1980.
________. Exposition on the Epistle to the Romans Works, vol. 6.

2.

Secondary works [background resources to be used topically]

Bougerol, Jacques Guy. Introduction to the works of Bonaventure. Paterson, NJ: St. Anthony
Guild Press / Paris, New York:, Desclee, 1964].
Cross, Richard. Duns Scotus. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.
Gilson, Etienne. The Christian Philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas. Trans. L. K. Shook, N.Y.:
Random House, 1956.
________. The Christian Philosophy of Saint Augustine. Trans. L. E. M. Lynch. N.Y.: Vintage,
1960.
________. The Philosophy of St. Bonaventure. Trans. Dom Illtyd Trethowan and F. J. Sheed.
New York: Sheed & Ward, 1938.
________. Reason and Revelation in the Middle Ages. New York: Scribners, 1938.
________. The Spirit of Medieval Philosophy. Trans. A. H. C. Downes. N.Y.: Scribner, 1936.
McIntyre, John. St. Anselm and His Critics. Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, 1954.
Pirenne, Henri. A History of Europe from the Invasions to the XVI Century. Translated by B.
Miall. New Hyde Park, NY: University Books, 1955. A brilliant work structured around
the “Pirenne thesis” on the end of the ancient world and the beginning of the middle ages.
Previte-Orton, C. W. The Shorter Cambridge Medieval History. 2 vols. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1952.
Oberman. Heiko A. The Dawn of the Reformation: Essays in Late Medieval and Early
Reformation Thought. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1986.
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________. The Harvest of Medieval Theology: Gabriel Biel and Late Medieval Nominalism.
Revised Edition. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1967.
Spicq, Ceslaus. Esquisse d’une histoire de l’exégèse latine au moyen âge. Paris: J. Vrin, 1944. A
superb effort.
Steinmetz, David C. Misericordia Dei: the Theology of Johannes von Staupitz in its Late
Medieval Setting. Leiden: Brill, 1968.
Taylor, Henry Osborn. The Medieval Mind. 2 vols. New York, 1911; fourth edition, 1925.
Wolter, Allan Bernard and Adams, Marilyn McCord. The philosophical theology of John Duns
Scotus. Ithaca : Cornell University Press, 1990.

D.

Reformation and Post-Reformation Studies
1.

Primary works [to be surveyed and placed within the context of the history of the
church or the history of scholarship, unless otherwise noted]

Ames, William. The Marrow of Theology. Trans. with intro. by John Dykstra Eusden. Boston:
Pilgrim, 1966; repr. Durham, N.C.: Labyrinth Press, 1984.
Arminius, Jacobus. The Works of James Arminius. Translated by James and William Nichols. 3
vols. London, 1825-1828, 1875; repr. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1986.
[Declaration of Sentiments to be studied and analyzed]
Bucer, Martin. De Regno Christi, trs. Pauck and Larkin, in LCC.19.
Bullinger, Heinrich. The Decades. (1549-51) 4 vols. Cambridge, 1851.
________. Second Helvetic Confession. (1566) in Schaff, Creeds, vol. 3. [to be studied and
analyzed]
Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion. Edited by John T. McNeill, translated by Ford
Lewis Battles. 2 vols. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1960. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536). Trans. and annotated by Ford Lewis
Battles. Revised edition. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986.
________. Commentaries of John Calvin. 46 vols. Edinburgh: Calvin Translation Society, 184455; repr. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1979. [selected passages to be studied and
analyzed]
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________. Concerning the Eternal Predestination of God. Trans with an intro. by J. K. S. Reid.
London: James Clarke, 1961. [Also A Treatise on the Eternal Predestination of God,
trans. Henry Cole, in Calvin’s Calvinism (London, 1856), pp. 5-206.]
Erasmus, Desiderius. On the Freedom of the Will. Library of Christian Classics, 1969, vol. 17.
Luther, Martin. Luther’s Works: American Edition. Edited by Jaroslav Pelikan and Helmut
Lehmann. 55 vols. St. Louis and Philadelphia: Concordia/Fortress, 1957-1986.
Hereinafter abbreviated “LW”
________. Disputation Against Scholastic Theology (1517). in LW, 31.
________. Ninety-five Theses, (1517) in LW, 31.
________. Heidelberg Disputation, (1518) in LW, 31.
________. Explanations of the Ninety-five Theses, (1518) in LW, 31.
________. Lectures on Romans (1515-16), in LW.
________. Lectures on Galatians (1619), in LW, 26-27.
________. The Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1520), in LW, 36.
________. Two Kinds of Righteousness (1519), in LW, 31.
________. The Freedom of a Christian (1520), in LW, 31. [to be studied and analyzed]
________. The Bondage of the Will (1525, in LW, 32. [to be studied and analyzed]
Melanchthon, Philip. Loci communes (1521). Trs. L. Satre in Melanchthon and Bucer, ed.
Wilhelm Pauck (LCC vol. 19). Philadelphia: Westminster, 1969.
________. Loci communes (1555). Trs. and ed. Clyde Manschreck. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1982.
Simons, Menno. Foundation of Christian Doctrine, in The Complete Writings of Menno Simons,
c. 1496-1561. Trs. Leonard Verduin. Scottsdale, Pennsylvania: Herald Press, 1956.
Turretin, Francis. Institutes of Elenctical Theology. Trans. G. M. Geiger 3 vols. Phillipsburg,
N.J.: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishers, 1992-.
Ursinus, Zacharias. The Commentary of Dr. Zacharias Ursinus on the Heidelberg Catechism.
Trans. G. W. Williard, intro. by John W. Nevin. Columbus, Ohio, 1852; repr.
Phillipsburg, N. J.: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 1985.
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Zwingli, Ulrich. On the Clarity and Certainty of the Word, trans. and ed. Geoffrey W. Bromiley
(Philadelphia: Westminster, ).
________. Commentary on True and False Religion. Edited by Samuel Macauley Jackson and
Clarence Nevin Heller. Philadelphia, 1929; repr. Durham, N.C.: Labyrinth Press, 1981.
[to be studied and analyzed]

2.

Secondary works [background resources to be used topically]

Bangs, Carl. Arminius: a Study in the Dutch Reformation. Nashville: Abingdon, 1971.
Bray, John S. Theodore Beza’s Doctrine of Predestination. Nieuwkoop, 1975.
Davies, Rupert E. The Problem of Authority in the Continental Reformers: a Study in Luther,
Zwingli, and Calvin. London: Epworth, 1946.
Donnelly, John Patrick. Calvinism and Scholasticism in Vermigli’s Doctrine of Man and Grace.
Leiden, 1975.
Ganoczy, Alexandre. The Young Calvin. Trans. David Foxgrover and Wade Provo. Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1987.
Hillerbrand, Hans. The World of the Reformation. 1973; repr. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981.
Lindsay, Thomas M. A History of the Reformation. 2 vols. 2nd ed. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
1907.
Lohse, Bernhard. Martin Luther’s Theology: Its Historical and Systematic Development.
Minnealpolis: Fortress, 1999.
Muller, Richard A. Post-Reformation Reformed Dogmatics. 4 vols. Grand Rapids: Baker Book
House, 2003.
________. The Unaccommodated Calvin. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.
Oberman. Heiko A. The Dawn of the Reformation: Essays in Late Medieval and Early
Reformation Thought. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1986.
________. The Harvest of Medieval Theology: Gabriel Biel and Late Medieval Nominalism.
Revised Edition. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1967.
Ong, Walter J. Ramus: Method and Decay of Dialogue. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Univ. Press,
1958.
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Osler, Margaret. Divine Will and the Mechanical Philosophy: Gassendi and Descartes on
Contingency and Necessity in the Created World. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1994.
Parker, T.H.L. Calvin’s New Testament Commentaries. London: SCM/Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1971.
________. Calvin’s Old Testament Commentaries. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1986.
________. John Calvin: A Biography. London, 1975.
Schreiner, Susan E. The Theater of His Glory: Nature and the Natural Order in the Thought of
John Calvin. Durham, N.C.: Labyrinth Press, 1991.
Smalley, Beryl. The Study of the Bible in the Middle Ages. Notre Dame: University of Notre
Dame Press, 1964.
Steinmetz, David C. Calvin in Context. New York: Oxford University Press, 2010.
Stephens, W. P. The Theology of Huldrych Zwingli. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1986.
Trueman, Carl R., and R. S. Clark. Protestant Scholasticism: Essays in Reassessment. Carlisle,
UK: Paternoster, 1999.
Van Asselt, Willem. The Federal Theology of Johannes Cocceius (1603-1669). Leiden: Brill,
2001.
________. Introduction to Reformed Scholasticism. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books,
2011.
Wendel, François. Calvin: The Origins and Development of His Religious Thought. Trans. Philip
Mairet. N. Y.: Harper & Row, 1963.
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Bibliography for Comprehensives in Systematic Theology
Instructions:
1.

All students must read in the area of theological prolegomena. For this section of the
examination, students should pay particular attention to what various theologians say
about:
(a)
what kind of discipline theology is, whether it is a science, and, if so, how it
compares with other sciences;
(b)
what the object of theology is;
(c)
how theology is related to the study of religion;
(d)
what the sources and methods of Christian theology are;
(e)
the means by which God is revealed to us;
(f)
what natural theology is and whether it makes a contribution to Christian
theology;
(g)
how Scripture should be used in theology;
(h)
the proper context and audience for theology; and
(i)
what doctrines are, why they are needed, and how they should function in
theology and the church.

2.

All students must select two additional areas to cover. This bibliography lists a few works
in each of several areas.

3.

For the bibliographies in theological prolegomena and the other two areas, students may
propose substituting works that are roughly equivalent to the works listed.

4.

All students must read from five general or comprehensive theologies: one patristic, one
medieval, Calvin, Schleiermacher, and one from the 20th century. Each student should
list and read those sections of the comprehensive dogmatics that deal with issues of
theological prolegomena as well as those that deal with the two additional areas the
student chooses.

A.

Prolegomena

Barth, Karl. Church Dogmatics, vol. I/1 (2d ed.), 1-292.
________. Evangelical Theology: An Introduction.
Barth, Karl, and Emil Brunner. Natural Theology: Comprising “Nature and Grace” by
Professor Dr. Emil Brunner and the Reply “No!” by Dr. Karl Barth.
Charry, Ellen T. By the Renewing of Your Minds: The Pastoral Function of Christian Doctrine.
Cone, James H. A Black Theology of Liberation. Or Gutierrez, Gustavo. A Theology of
Liberation.
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Dulles, Avery. The Craft of Theology: From Symbol to System.
________. Models of Revelation.
Frei, Hans. The Eclipse of Biblical Narrative.
Gilkey, Langdon. Naming the Whirlwind: The Renewal of God-Language.
Harvey, Van. The Historian and the Believer.
Kaufman, Gordon D. An Essay on Theological Method, God the Problem, or Theology for a
Nuclear Age.
Kelsey, David H. Proving Doctrine: The Uses of Scripture in Recent Theology. Reprint of The
Uses of Scripture in Recent Theology.
Kuyper, Abraham. Principles of Sacred Theology. Or Bavinck, Herman. Reformed Dogmatics.
Vol. 1, Prolegomena.
Lindbeck, George. The Nature of Doctrine: Religion and Theology in a Postliberal Age.
McFague, Sallie. Models of God or Metaphorical Theology. Or Reuther, Rosemary Radford.
Sexism and God-Talk.
Meyendorff, John. “Light from the East?: ‘Doing Theology’ in an Eastern Orthodox
Perspective.” In Doing Theology in Today's World: Essays in Honor of Kenneth S.
Kantzer, ed. John D. Woodbridge and Thomas Edward McComiskey, 339-58.
Milbank, John. “The Programme of Radical Orthodoxy.” In Radical Orthodoxy?: A Catholic
Enquiry, ed. Laurence Paul Hemming, 33-45.
Milbank, John, et. al., eds. Radical Orthodoxy: A New Theology. Or Smith, James K. A.
Introducing Radical Orthodoxy: Mapping a Post-secular Theology.
Pannenberg, Wolfhart. Systematic Theology, 1:1-257.
________. “Dogmatic Theses on the Doctrine of Revelation.” In Revelation as History, ed.
Wolfhart Pannenberg, 123-58.
Placher, William C. Unapologetic Theology: A Christian Voice in a Pluralistic Conversation.
OR
Allen, Diogenes. Christian Belief in a Postmodern World: The Full Wealth of Conviction.
Schleiermacher, Friedrich. The Christian Faith, 1-128.
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Thiemann, Ronald F. Revelation and Theology: The Gospel as Narrated Promise.
Tillich, Paul. Systematic Theology, 1:3-159.
Tracy, David. Blessed Rage for Order or The Analogical Imagination.
Vatican II, “Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation.”
Wolterstorff, Nicholas. Divine Discourse: Philosophical Reflections on the Claim that God
Speaks.
Zahrnt, Heinz. The Question of God. Or Gardner, Martin. The Flight of Peter Fromm.

B.

Other Areas (Select two of the following topics.)
1.

Doctrine of God (including Trinity)

Barth, Karl. Church Dogmatics, I/1 (2d ed.):295-489 and II/1.
Bavinck, Herman. In the Beginning: Foundations of Creation Theology.
Boff, Leonardo. Trinity and Society.
Fortman, Edmund J. The Triune God: A Historical Study of the Doctrine of the Trinity.
OR
Anatolios, Khaled. Retrieving Nicaea: The Development and Meaning of Trinitarian
Doctrine.
LaCugna, Catherine Mowry. God for Us: The Trinity and Christian Life.
Moltmann, Jürgen. The Trinity and the Kingdom.
Pannenberg, Wolfhart. Systematic Theology, 1:259-448.
Pinnock, Clark, Richard Rice, John Sanders, William Hasker, and David Basinger. The Openness
of God: A Biblical Challenge to the Traditional Understanding of God.
Plantinga, Cornelius Jr. “The Threeness/Oneness Problem of the Trinity.” Calvin Theological
Journal 23 (1988): 37-53.
Schreiner, Thomas R., and Bruce A. Ware, eds. The Grace of God, the Bondage of the Will.
Volume 2, Historical and Theological Perspectives on Calvinism.
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2.

Doctrine of Humanity

Blocher, Henri. Original Sin.
Cooper, John W. Body, Soul, and Life Everlasting: Biblical Anthropology and the MonismDualism Debate.
Fairlie, Henry. The Seven Deadly Sins Today.
Hoekema, Anthony A. Created in God’s Image.
Jewett, Paul. Who We Are: Our Dignity as Human: A Neo-Evangelical Theology. Edited,
completed, and with sermons by Marguerite Shuster.
Niebuhr, Reinhold. The Nature and Destiny of Man. Vol. 1: Human Nature.
Plantinga, Cornelius Jr. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin.
Van Leeuwen, Mary Stewart. Gender and Grace: Love, Work, and Parenting in a Changing
World.
Ward, Keith. Religion and Human Nature.

3.

Doctrine of Christ

Anselm of Canterbury, Why God Became Man.
Athanasius, On the Incarnation of the Word.
Aulén, Gustaf. Christus Victor.
Dunn, James D. G. Christology in the Making.
OR
Wright, N.T. Jesus and the Victory of God
Hick, John. The Metaphor of God Incarnate.
Moltmann, Jürgen. The Crucified God or The Way of Jesus Christ.
Morris, Thomas V. The Logic of God Incarnate.
Norris, Richard A. The Christological Controversy.
O’Collins, Gerald. Christology: A Biblical, Historical, and Systematic Study of Jesus.
OR
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Schwarz, Hans. Christology.
Pannenberg, Wolfhart. Jesus–God and Man. 2d ed.
Schüssler Fiorenza, Elisabeth, Jesus: Miriam’s Child, Sophia’s Prophet: Critical Issues in
Feminist Christology. Or Sobrino, Jon. Christology at the Crossroads.
Stott, John R. W. The Cross of Christ. Or Sherman, Robert. King, Priest, and Prophet: A
Trinitarian Theology of Atonement.

4.

Doctrine of Salvation

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. The Cost of Discipleship.
Dulles, Avery. The Assurance of Things Hoped For: A Theology of Christian Faith.
Edwards, Jonathan. The Religious Affections.
Hoekema, Anthony A. Saved by Grace.
Jones, L. Gregory. Embodying Forgiveness: A Theological Analysis.
OR
Volf, Miroslav. Exclusion and Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity,
Otherness, and Reconciliation.
Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church. Joint Declaration on the Doctrine
of Justification.
Smedes, Lewis B. Union with Christ: A Biblical View of the New Life in Jesus Christ. Revised
edition of All Things Made New: A Theology of Man’s Union with Christ.

5.

Doctrine of the Church

Berkouwer, G. C. The Church.
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Life Together.
Dulles, Avery. Models of the Church.
Guder, Darrell. The Continuing Conversion of the Church.
Küng, Hans. The Church.
Newbigin, Leslie. The Household of God: Lectures on the Nature of the Church.
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Vatican II, “Dogmatic Constitution on the Church,” “Decree on Ecumenism,” and “Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World.”
World Council of Churches. Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry.

6.

Doctrine of the Last Things (Eschatology)

Bavinck, Herman. The Last Things.
Bock, Darrell L., ed. Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond.
Crockett, William V., ed. Four Views on Hell.
OR
Fudge, Edward, and Robert Peterson. Two Views of Hell: A Biblical & Theological
Dialogue.
Cullmann, Oscar. Salvation in History. Translated by S. G. Sowers.
Hoekema, Anthony A. The Bible and the Future.
Moltmann, Jürgen. Theology of Hope.
Vos, Geerhardus. Pauline Eschatology.

C.

Comprehensive Dogmatics (Specify sections to be read.)
1.

Patristic (Select one.)

Origen. On First Principles.
John of Damascus. An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith. In NPNF, ser. 2, vol. 9.
2.

Medieval (Select one.)

Bonaventure. Breviloquium and The Journey of the Mind to God.
Thomas Aquinas. Summa Theologiae or The Aquinas Catechism: A Simple Explanation of the
Catholic Faith
3.

Reformation

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion.
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4.

Modern

Schleiermacher, Friedrich. The Christian Faith.

5.

Twentieth Century (Select one. As background, be familiar with a general
treatment such as Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology.)

Berkhof, Hendrikus. Christian Faith, rev. ed.
Braaten, Carl E. and Robert W. Jenson. Christian Dogmatics, 2 vols.
Fiorenza, Francis Schüssler and John P. Galvin. Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic
Perspectives. 2 vols.
Pannenberg, Wolfhart. Systematic Theology, 3 vols.
Rahner, Karl. Foundations of Christian Faith.
Tillich, Paul. Systematic Theology, 3 vols.
Weber, Otto. Foundations of Dogmatics, 2 vols.
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Bibliography for Comprehensives in Philosophical Theology
Instructions:
1.

The student should consult with the supervising faculty member and then prepare a
bibliography based on the following standard bibliography and submitted for approval.
With permission, the student may substitute equivalent readings for the works listed
below. With permission, the student may concentrate on certain thinkers and topics
(while generally accountable for all).

2.

General topics to be covered in the examination include the following:
a.
The Nature of Religion
(1)
Christian, modern, and postmodern views of the nature of religion
(2)
Religious diversity: perspectives on religious truth and salvation

A.

b.

Religious Epistemology
(1)
Revelation, faith, and reason
(2)
Arguments for the existence of God
(3)
Transitions from historic Christian to modern and post-modern religious
epistemologies
(4)
Current Reformed, Thomist, and post-Kantian religious epistemologies
(5)
Religious language and truth about God
(6)
Theological hermeneutics

c.

Religious Ontology
(1)
God’s nature (including divine attributes) and relation to creation
(classical theism, deism, and panentheism)
(2)
The problem of evil and major Christian responses
(3)
Divine foreknowledge and human free will
(4)
Miracles: their nature and credibility

d.

Important Philosophical Theologians and Philosophers of Religion
(1)
Those listed in section B below
(2)
Whitehead (process theology), Tillich, Hick, Pannenberg, Plantinga, and
John Paul II in section C below

Introductory Texts
These resources offer a basic introduction to the thinkers and topics listed above.
Many of them are sufficient to prepare for this examination.

Allen, Diogenes. Philosophy for Understanding Theology.
Hick, John. Disputed Questions in Theology and the Philosophy of Religion.
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Livingston, James C. Modern Christian Thought, 2 vols. (relevant sections)
Morris, Thomas. Our Idea of God. An Introduction to Philosophical Theology.
Petersen, Michael, W. Hasker, B. Reichenbach, and D. Basinger. Reason and Religious Belief:
An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion. 3rd ed.
Quinn, Philip L., and Charles Taliaferro. A Companion to Philosophy of Religion.
Murray, Michael and Rea, Michael, "Philosophy and Christian Theology", The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2012 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.),
<http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2012/entries/christiantheology-philosophy/>.
Taliaferro, Charles, "Philosophy of Religion", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall
2013 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.),
<http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2013/entries/philosophy-religion/>.
Anthologies such as Faith & Reason, ed. Paul Helm, and Philosophy of Religion, ed. C.
Taliaferro and P. Griffiths, contain significant historic and current sources on most topics.
Websites such as the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy offer excellent (but not necessarily friendly to Christianity) articles on
thinkers and topics. http://www.iep.utm.edu/
http://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html

B.

Classic Texts (in chronological order)
You should be able to summarize the basic arguments and historic significance of
these texts in a short essay.

Augustine, Confessions (philosophical sections).
Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy (esp. Books *IV and V).
Anselm, Proslogion (ontological argument).
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologiae, I, QQ. 1-14, 19-23, 25.
Ockham, William. Predestination, God’s Foreknowledge, and Future Contingents.
Locke, John. The Reasonableness of Christianity.
Leibniz, G. W. F. Theodicy.
Hume, David. Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion; An Enquiry Concerning Human
Understanding (Section X: “Of Miracles”).
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Kant, Immanuel. The Critique of Pure Reason, Part II, Ch. 2, “The Canon of Pure Reason”;
Critique of Practical Reason, Bk. II, Ch. II, sec. iv-ix; Religion within the Bounds of
Mere Reason.
Schleiermacher, Friedrich. On Religion: Speeches to Its Cultured Despisers.
Hegel, G. W. F. Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion.
Feuerbach, Ludwig. The Essence of Christianity.
Kierkegaard, Søren. Philosophical Fragments (except the Interlude); selections on religious
epistemology from Concluding Unscientific Postscript.
James, William. The Varieties of Religious Experience; The Will to Believe.
Troeltsch, Ernst. “Christianity Among the World Religions,” in Christian Thought.

C. Recent Works
Alston, William P. “Can We Speak Literally of God?” In Divine Nature and Human Language:
Essays in Philosophical Theology.
Clayton, Philip. God and Contemporary Science. OR Polkinghorne, John. Theology and
Science.
Cobb, John B., Jr., and David Ray Griffin, Process Theology: An Introductory Exposition.
Culp, John, "Panentheism", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2013 Edition),
Edward N. Zalta (ed.), http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2013/entries/panentheism/>.
Ganssle, Gregory E., ed. God and Time: Four Views.
Harris, James F. “The Problem of Religious Language.” In Analytic Philosophy of Religion, 2876.
Hick, John. “Religious Pluralism and Salvation,” Faith and Philosophy 5 (1988).
Hick, John. An Interpretation of Religion: Human Responses to the Transcendent. OR
Livingston, James C. Anatomy of the Sacred: An Introduction to Religion.
Jeanrond, Werner. “The Development of Theological Hermeneutics from Schleiermacher to
Ricoeur” in Theological Hermeneutics.
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John Paul II. Fides et Ratio
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp
ii_enc_15101998_fides-et-ratio_en.html
Pannenberg, Wolfhart. “What Is Truth?” in Basic Questions in Theology, vol. 2; Metaphysics
and the Idea of God.
Phillips, D. Z. “Religious Beliefs and Language-Games.” Ratio 12 (1970): 26-46. (Reprinted in
J. Canfield, ed., The Philosophy of Wittgenstein, vol. 14)
OR
Ashford, Bruce. “Wittgenstein’s Theologians? A Survey of Ludwig Wittgenstein’s
Impact on Theology, JETS 50/2 (June 2007), 357-75. www.etsjets.org/files/JETSPDFs/.../JETS_50-2_357-375_Ashford.pdf
Plantinga, Alvin. God, Freedom, and Evil.
________. Warranted Christian Belief.
Swinburne, Richard. The Coherence of Theism, rev. ed.
Tillich, Paul. The Courage to Be; Systematic Theology, Vol. 1, Part 1.
Vanhoozer, Kevin, ed. Cambridge Companion to Postmodern Theology, Part I, “Types of
Postmodern Theology”.
Westphal, Merold. Whose Community? Which Interpretation? Philosophical Hermeneutics for
the Church.
Wolterstorff, Nicholas. Reason with the Bounds of Religion, 2nd ed.
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Bibliography for Comprehensives in Moral Theology

A.

Classic Texts

Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics.
Augustine, The Confessions.
________. On the Nature of Free Will.
________. The City of God (esp. Book 19).
Barth, Karl. Church Dogmatics, selections (esp. II/2).
________. “The Problem of Ethics.” In The Epistle to the Romans.
Barth, Karl, and Emil Brunner. Natural Theology: Comprising “Nature and Grace” by
Professor Dr. Emil Brunner and the Reply “No!” by Dr. Karl Barth.
The Bible (The Decalogue [Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 5]; Matthew 5-7; Galatians 5; Ephesians 4,
5; Colossians 3; Romans 1, 2, 12).
Bohoeffer, Dietrich. Ethics.
Brunner, H. Emil. “The Problem with Ethics.” In The Theology of Crisis.
Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion (II.7-8, III.6-8, IV.20).
Edwards, Jonathan. The Nature of True Virtue.
Kant, Immanuel. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (1785).
________. The Metaphysics of Morals (1797).
Kierkegaard, Søren. Fear and Trembling.
Korsgaard, Christine M. “Kant.” In Ethics in the History of Western Philosophy, ed. Robert J.
Cavalier, 201-43.
Luther, Martin. Treatise on Good Works.
________. Large Catechism (section dealing with the decalogue).
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________. Two Kinds of Righteousness.
Mill, John Stuart. Utilitarianism.
Niebuhr, H. Richard. Christ and Culture.
Niebuhr, Reinhold. Moral Man and Immoral Society.
Nietzsche, Friedrich. The Genealogy of Morals.
Plato. The Republic.
________. Euthyphro.
Rauschenbusch, Walter. A Theology for the Social Gospel.
Thomas à Kempis. The Imitation of Christ.
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica (sections dealing with human acts, law, habits).
Troeltsch, Ernst. The Social Teachings of the Christian Church.
Westminster Larger Catechism, QQ. 91-154.
Wesley, John. A Plain Account of Christian Perfection.

B.

Contemporary Works

Adams, Robert M. Finite and Infinite Goods.
Bretherton, Luke. Christianity and Contemporary Politics: The Conditions and Possibilities of
Faithful Witness.
Donagan, Alan. The Theory of Morality.
Grabill, Stephen J. Rediscovering the Natural Law in Reformed Theological Ethics.
Gustafson, James M. Protestant and Roman Catholic Ethics.
Hare, John E. God’s Call: Moral Realism, God’s Commands, and Human Autonomy.
Hauerwas, Stanley. Character and the Christian Life.
________. A Community of Character: Toward a Constructive Christian Social Ethic.
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Hays, Richard. The Moral Vision of the New Testament: Community, Cross, New Creation: A
Contemporary Introduction to New Testament Ethics.
John Paul II, Veritatis Splendor.
Leo XIII. Rerum Novarum.
Lewis, C. S. The Abolition of Man.
MacIntyre, Alasdair C. After Virtue: A Study in Moral Theory.
________. Three Rival Versions of Moral Enquiry: Encylopaedia, Genealogy, and Tradition.
Mouw, Richard J. He Shines in All That’s Fair: Culture and Common Grace.
________. The God Who Commands.
O’Donovan, Oliver. Resurrection and Moral Order: An Outline for An Evangelical Ethics.
Porter, Jean. Nature as Reason: A Thomistic Theory of the Natural Law.
Ramsey, Paul. Basic Christian Ethics.
Sider, Ronald. Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger: Moving from Affluence to Generosity. 2nd
ed.
Smedes, Lewis B. Mere Morality: What God Expects from Ordinary People.
Smith, James K. A. Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation.
Stout, Jeffrey. The Ethics of Babel.
________. Democracy and Tradition.
Taylor, Charles. Sources of the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity.
The United Nations. Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Verhey, Allen. The Great Reversal: Ethics and the New Testament.
Volf, Miroslav. Exclusion and Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and
Reconciliation.
Wolterstorff, Nicholas. Justice: Rights and Wrongs.
Yoder, John Howard. The Politics of Jesus.

